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J[ JaXG YG QPN[ bGGP RTQFWcKPI FGaF YJKVG
OGP?É TJaV YaU VJG SWGUVKQP VJaV MaT[ CaPFNGT
aUMGF JGTUGNH QPG Fa[. CaPFNGT TWPU HGFIGRKI
EPUGObNG TJGaVTG, a BTQQMN[P-baUGF cQORaP[

VJaV URGcKaNK\GU KP cNaUUKc RNa[U aPF JKTKPI YQOGP aPF PQP-bKPaT[
KPFKXKFWaNU VQ UVaT KP aPF FKTGcV VJGO. BWV VJGTG YaU a UNKIJV UPaI KP VJGKT
OKUUKQP UVaVGOGPV: VJG cNaUUKcaN caPQP KU YJKVG, OaNG FQOKPaVGF.

AccQTFKPI VQ a 2018 UVWF[ b[ AOeTicaP TheaVTe, YJKNG OGP aPF YQOGP
aTG aNOQUV GXGPN[ RTQFWcGF YJGP KV cQOGU VQ RNa[U YTKVVGP KP VJG NaUV 10
[GaTU, YJGP KV cQOGU VQ cNaUUKcU (aP[VJKPI YTKVVGP bGHQTG 1968), OGP aTG
RTQFWcGF a YJQRRKPI 88% QH VJG VKOG. TJaVÆU a YJQNG NQV QH SJaMGURGaTG.

HGFIGRKI YaPVU VQ cJaPIG VJaV.

ÈáH YG aU a HGOKPKUV VJGaVGT cQORaP[ aTGPÆV RTQFWcKPI RNa[U b[ YQOGP,
JQY aTG QVJGT RGQRNG acTQUU VJG cQWPVT[ aPF aTQWPF VJG YQTNF IQKPI VQ



do that?É said Candler. ÈSo we thought, letÆs make this as easy as possible
for the industry to get these ama\ing plays on stage.É

On Sept. 21, Hedgepig is unveiling their Expand the Canon initiatives. At
the center of the initiative will be a list of notable plays by women,
written before 1960. They include the Restoration comedy BQNd SVTQMe fQT
a WKfe (1718) by Susanna Centilivre, who is the most successful English
playwright after William Shakespeare by number of performances before
the twentieth century, though she has rarely been produced in modern
times.a

ThereÆs also 20th-century works. Another play, RacJeN by Angelina Welde
Grimk¦ (1916), was about a Black family in the early 20th century. The list
also includes more well-known writers like Zora Neale Hurston, Mae
West, and Alice Childress (who will be getting her much-belated
Broadway playwriting debut in 2021).a

ÈWe were really intentional that we wanted this list to be diverse,É said
Candler. ÈGoing from just dead white men to dead white women is not
the kind of step that weÆre trying to take. án English, itÆs much easier to
Õnd dead white ladies. And those also tend to be more of the names that
got submitted that people knew.Éa

ThatÆs why some of the plays on the list are English translations of
international works: such as the 1693 play HQWUe Qf DeUKTeU by Sor Juana
án¦s de la Cru\, translated by Catherine Boyle, which is a comedy about
two sisters.a

Hedgepig was inspired by the Kilroys List of contemporary plays by
women and non-binary individuals. The plays are gathered from industry
recommendations and suggestions from academics. The initial list
contained nearly 600 plays. A team of dramaturgs, professors, and artists
then read nearly 200 plays. Then a team of fourÄCandler, Hedgepig
associate artistic director Emily Lyon, actor/director Skye Pagon, and
actor/director Shannon CorenthinÄwhittled it down to nine plays for the
inaugural list.

Hedgepig artistic director Mary Candler and Hedgepig associate artistic director Emily
Lyon.

án addition to the list, Hedgepig will also produce a series of readings
from Sept 22 to Oct. 1. TheyÆve partnered with Ma-Yi Theater Company
and The Classical Theatre of Harlem to produce the readings.

Florida State University professor Chari Arespacochaga will be directing
two one-acts: ReUVNeUU NKIJV KP LaVe SRTKPI and A HeNN Qf HeT OYP by Fumiko
Enchi, dating to 1928. One play is about two students who debate
whether to give up their art to pursue political activism. The other play is
about a woman who wants to rebel against the gender conÕnes placed
on her. Ayako Kano translated both plays and the reading will be the Õrst
time the plays will be presented in the English-speaking world.a

È[Enchi] really navigates womenÆs place in Japanese society at that point,
especially during the political upheaval that they were dealing withÄthe



CJaTK ATeURacQcJaga

KPÖWZ Qf MaTZKUO, [QWPg UVWdePV acVKXKUO, aPd aNN Qf VJaV cJaPgKPg VJe
RQNKVKcaN NaPdUcaRe Qf JaRaP,É UaKd ATeURacQcJaga.

TJe dKTecVQT JadPÆV beeP aYaTe Qf EPcJKÆU YQTM, QT OQUV Qf VJe YQTMU QP
VJe caPQP NKUV, aPd KVÆU beeP a TeXeNaVKQP. ÈWJ[ JaXe Ye PeXeT beeP VQNd
abQWV VJKU? WJ[ aTe VJeUe RNa[U PQV KP VJe aPVJQNQgKeU?É UJe eZcNaKOed.
ÈáVÆU aNUQ TeaNN[ JWObNKPg, NKMe, QJ O[ gQd, Ye UKNQ UQ OaP[ VJKPgU aU
UQWTceU Qf MPQYNedge. APd Ye LWUV QXeTNQQM UQ OaP[ RNaceU aPd UQ OaP[
VJKPgU VJaV Ye caP NeaTP fTQO. á VJKPM VJaVÆU YJ[ YQTM NKMe VJKU KU
KORQTVaPV.É

HedgeRKg RNaPU VQ TeNeaUe a NKUV eXeT[ UKPgNe [eaT aPd RaTV Qf VJeKT dTeaO
KU VQ QPe da[ be abNe VQ cQOOKUUKQP QTKgKPaN VTaPUNaVKQPU; OaP[ Qf VJe
RNa[U b[ YQOeP Qf cQNQT QP VJe NKUV YeTe aNTead[ VTaPUNaVed. SQ VJeTe
cQWNd NKVeTaNN[ be a YJQNe YQTNd Qf YQTM QWV VJeTe VJaV JaU beeP
QXeTNQQMed.

ÈáP QWT dTeaOU, WRQP YJKcJ ReQRNe WPdeTUVaPd YJ[ VJKU KU UQ cQQN aPd
KORQTVaPV aPd VJeP ReQRNe gKXe WU VQPU Qf OQPe[ aPd YaPV VQ YQTM YKVJ
WU, Ye geV ReQRNe VTaPUNaVKPg RNa[U fTQO aNN QXeT,É UaKd L[QP. ÈáV YaU XeT[
cJaNNePgKPg VQ ÕPd RNa[U fTQO, NKMe, áPdKa.É

HedgeRKg KU aNUQ OaMKPg PDFU Qf UQOe Qf VJe RNa[U aXaKNabNe VQ
dQYPNQad, QT VJe[ÆXe NKPMed VQ RNaceU YJeTe VJe RNa[U caP be RWTcJaUed.
TJe[ YaPV QVJeT cNaUUKc VJeaVeT cQORaPKeU VQ NQQM be[QPd SJaMeUReaTe,
CJeMJQX, aPd QVJeT OeP YJeP RNaPPKPg VJeKT UeaUQPU. LQTTaKPe
HaPUbeTT[ YaUPÆV VJe QPN[ YQOaP YTKVKPg RNa[U befQTe 1960.

Èá VJKPM VJaV a NQV Qf cNaUUKcaN cQORaPKeU TeUV QP YJaVÆU VTKed aPd VTWe,É
UaKd CaPdNeT. SJe JQReU VJe NKUV YKNN be a TeUQWTce fQT VJeUe cQORaPKeU. Èá
VJKPM [QW VaMe a TKUM aP[VKOe [QW RTQdWce a RNa[ VJaV dQeUPÆV JaXe a
YTKVeT aVVacJed QT PaOe aVVacJed VJaV ReQRNe MPQY aPd TecQgPK\e. WeÆXe
gQV VQ geV QXeT VJaV Kf YeÆTe gQPPa cJaPge aP[VJKPg.É

AddU L[QP, Èá feeN NKMe YJeP KV cQOeU VQ VJeUe cNaUUKc VJeaVeT cQORaPKeU,
KP VJe dKXeTUKV[ cQPXeTUaVKQP, KV aNYa[U cQOeU dQYP VQ caUVKPg. APd UQ á
feeN NKMe VJKU KU aP QRRQTVWPKV[ VQ TeaNN[ OaMe KV OQTe JQNKUVKc.É

ATeURacQcJaga aNUQ UeeU
VJe NKUV aU aP QRRQTVWPKV[ VQ
edWcaVe PQV LWUV
RTQfeUUKQPaNU, bWV
UVWdePVU. SJe YaPVU VQ VaMe
VJe EZRaPdKPg VJe CaPQP
NKUV aPd VWTP KV KPVQ a cQWTUe
fQT JeT UVWdePVU aV FSU, UQ
VJaV VJe[ MPQY VJaV VJeTe KU
OQTe VQ VJe caPQP VJaP
dead YJKVe OeP, aPd VJaV
YJaV KU cQPUKdeTed
caPQPKcaN JaU JKUVQTKcaNN[
beeP baUed QP VJe YJKOU
Qf QVJeT YJKVe OeP.

SJe beNKeXeU QPe Ya[ VQ
OaMe cJaPge aPd VQ cTeaVe
OQTe dKXeTUKV[ KU VQ
edWcaVe VJe PeZV
gePeTaVKQP.

ÈTJaV RaTV Qf bWKNdKPg VJe
VJeaVeT NaPdUcaRe, YJKcJ KU edWcaVKPg VJe [QWPg ReQRNe YJQ aTe abQWV VQ
gQ KPVQ VJe KPdWUVT[, KU faKNKPg WU,É UJe UaKd. ÈáVÆNN be JaTdeT VQ JaXe cJaPge
aV VJe RTQfeUUKQPaN NeXeN, Kf aV VJe VTaKPKPg NeXeN, Ye JaXe PQV cJaPged VJe
baUKc VJKPgU. We JaXe VQ TecQgPK\e VJaV VJe caPQP JaU beeP RTeUcTKbed
b[ YJKVe OeP. SQ á VJKPM VJKU [NKUV] KU a gTeaV Ya[ VQ dKUTWRV KV.É



According to Lyon, “I didn’t know,” is no longer a viable excuse for
exclusion. “Women have always been here, women have always been
writing, women have always been amazing,” she said. “It’s just honoring
what already exists.”

The full list of plays, with casting notices, and links to purchase, is
available here.
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Be Whe ÀUVW WR OiNe WhiV.

Ta[NQT Re[PQNdU QP
CTeaViPg WQTk OWVUide
Qf Vhe WhiVe Ga\e

July 7, 2020
In "Interviews"

áP Vhe PNa[ "BNack
WQOeP DaViPg WhiVe
MeP," LQXe áU a
ReXQNWViQPaT[ AcV

August 12, 2020
In "Features"

PaWNa VQgeNÆU AdXice VQ
ANN Qf UU RighV NQY:
ÈFQNNQY YQWT JQ[É

July 13, 2020
In "Interviews"

PREV
Ep 15: What the Hell Is a Republic,
Anyway? (Feat: Lisa Peterson and
Denis O’Hare)
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TODAY�S TOP STORIES

Why is the Theater Canon Filled with Men? These
Women Want to Change That

What Happens to "West Side Story" When You
Remove Race?

Ep 15: What the Hell Is a Republic, Anyway? (Feat: Lisa
Peterson and Denis O'Hare)


